
Nicolatians in Revelation 

Who were the Nicolatians in Revelation, Bible? 

The Nicolaitans were a heretical group mentioned in the Book of Revelation, specifically in: 

• Revelation 2:6 – Jesus commends the church in Ephesus: "Yet this you have: you hate 

the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate."  

• Revelation 2:15 – Jesus rebukes the church in Pergamum: "So also you have some who 

hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans."  

What Do We Know About the Nicolaitans? 

The Bible does not give a detailed description of the Nicolaitans, but early church tradition and 

internal clues from Revelation help build a picture. 

1. Their Practices 

From context, especially Revelation 2:14–15, the Nicolaitans are often associated with: 

• Eating food sacrificed to idols  

• Sexual immorality  

These behaviors mirror the errors of Balaam, whom Jesus mentions in the same passage (v.14). 

This parallel suggests the Nicolaitans promoted a message of compromise with pagan 

culture—possibly encouraging Christians to participate in idolatrous feasts or temple 

prostitution under the guise of “spiritual freedom.” 

2. Their Name 

The name "Nicolaitans" comes from the Greek: 

• “Nikos” = conquer, overcome  

• “Laos” = people  

So “Nicolaitans” may mean “those who conquer (or rule over) the people”, which some 

interpreters take symbolically—possibly referring to hierarchical abuse of power or manipulation 

in the early church. 

3. Church Fathers' Writings 

Some early Christian writers like Irenaeus, Hippolytus, and Clement of Alexandria claimed the 

sect originated with Nicholas of Antioch, one of the seven deacons appointed in Acts 6:5. 

However, this connection is disputed and may have been a later attempt to explain the name. 

Summary: 



The Nicolaitans were an early heretical group condemned in Revelation for: 

• Promoting compromise with pagan practices (idolatry and immorality)  

• Possibly advocating licentious behavior under the name of Christian liberty  

• Possibly exercising manipulative or abusive leadership  

Jesus’ strong language—“which I also hate”—emphasizes their danger to the early church. 

 


